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of SEX: MALE 


AGE: 36 YEARS 
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Mr.X was born in the town of Mustar,Jugoslavia. ees father 


“was a butcher by trade. When Mr.X was a small baby his father 


and aeruer left the town of Mustar and came to America, going to 
|} Aes 
Detroit »Michigan,where they had friends. insite fables remained 
es VARA 
in Detroit for a period of eight years,working at nia erade ef 
A 


butchering. After being in Detroit for eight fora: X's father 
Sa AA. 


received word that his father had died and—-he-teft—Detroit to re- 


turnto Mustar to take care of his fathers business and settle 


the estate. Mr.X's father took his family back-wtth-him, which 


included Mr.X's brother who was born in Detroit whtte-his-parents. 


were Areri-oas 


After returning to Mustar two more brothers were born to Mr.x's 


parents making-three—brethere—in-alt—that ln. xX had. 


After living in Mustar for four and a halv years,all of which 
time Mr.X wanted to return to America,as he did not like it in 
aR renee his father to let him return to Ameri- 
ca. Mr.X did not like Mustar and he and his father did not get 


along together,as he did not like his father and his father did 


not like him,so his father gave him seven hundred dollars ana 


equa him to go back to America and live. in X! ¢—fetirer-and-meth- 
wee brothers have always remained in Jugoslavia. 

When Mares father gave him the seven hundred dollars to come 
back to America Mr.X immediately left the town of Mustar and 
went to Treste where he bought a ticket for the first boat to 


take him to New York City. After arriving in New York City Mr.X 


took the first train he coula get out of New York for Detroit. 
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. fa o a {ere 
aa in Detroit ‘went to live with some, friends 
Ofeleextather., Soon after coming back to Detroit Mr.X got a job 
washing bottles in a soda works,where he worked until he was six- 
teen years of age. Being a happy-go-lucky type of boy with a crave 
to roam around the country Mr.X left Detroit when he was sixteen 
years old and went to Tulsa,Oklahoma. rriaeiae—in—Pul-semand tga - 
ing some money saved up,Mr.X thought he would start in business, 
so he opened up a lunch stand. Being oa jovial type of fellow 
Mr.X made friends efay find his lunch stand Lea good business. 


wee 


Mr.X liked to have a good time so l@spent a good deal of the 

money he made. After running the lunch stand in Tulsa for about 
D a year Mr.X got the roaming fever agen and as he had saved up 
a thousand ve ee sold the lunch stand and went to Los Ang- 


eles where he worked at different cooking jobs during the years 


iy from 1915 te 1919. During the time Mr.X was in Los Angeles he 
ash 

3 had a good time and spent all the money he had saved. 

| 
i t 


-t-Yecided he wanted to get away from Los Angeles so j® went 


to Brawley,in the Imperial Valley,where he worked a short time 


Runcrel aval 


. 


ey a cook. From Brawley Mr.x went to Holtville where he worked 


SS 


a short time,and then left there to go to HlCentro,where he 
worked a short time,and then went to Calexico.) In Calexico Mr.x 
got a job in one of the establishments owned by the California 
Commercial Company. After a short time he was promoted to in- 
spector of supplies with headquarters in Calexico. It was Mr.X's 
duty to travel around to the different towns where the company 
had establishments and check their supplies on hand. This work 
took him from Calexico to the towns of Mexicali,in California, 


and Naco,Juarez,San Luis Obispo and Mexico City,all in Mexich. 


: Mr.X remained in this position for a period of nine years and 
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ent to Fresno,Calif- 


then he got the roaming fever again, 
ornia. Mr.X looked around Fresno asé-thourht he would like it 
there,so he opened wp another lunch stand. After a year Mr.xX 
got tired of Fresno so wa sold out the lunch stand and went to 
Oakland,California. After working as a cook in Oakland for about 
eight months,and having saved a little money,Mr.X thought that 
he would like to go to Reno,Nevada. So Mr.X quit his job,in 
Oakland,and went to Reno. Mr.X thought he saw a chance to make 
some big money guick by gambling,but in six months time Mr.xX 
had only enough money to get him back to San Francisco. After 
working in San Francisco for several months lir.xX again thought 
that Wa uaa to move,so he went to Seattle,Washington. After 
fooling away his time for two months in Seattle Mr.X decided 
that he would go to Portland,Oregon. After arriving in Portland 
Mr.X goon got a job as a cook in one of the large hotels,where 
he worked for a period of four months. After four months in 
Portland Mr.X thought he wanted to come back to California,so 
he left Portland and came to Sacramento,California. Mr.X worked 
in Sacramento,as a cook,for about three months,and decided that 
he didn't like Sacramento,so he left Sacramento and came to San 
Francisco,where he has been working in various restaurants,as 


a cook for the past two years. 
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Subject: Jugo-Slav. 


Born in Delmatia, Austria, 1887. 

tid rather was the owner of six or seven acres of olive and grape 
land. His mother died when he was three years old and five years 
later his father marrted a second time and had two boys and two girls. 
Ne came to America when he was Tae -—He~“landed at the port of 
New Orleans and went to the lumber camps in Oregon where he worked 
e@g=Iebor at sixteen cents an hour, ten hours a day. Lager he was 
promoted to skilled=1aber, lumber grader, at six dollars a day out. of 


which he paid thirty-five dollars a month for board and roon. 


In 1923 he came to San Francisco where he went to work for the 
Hot@a ST.francis, as a porter for eighty-five dollars a month and 
board, -/fle invested his savings in four small cottages in North Beach 
totaling 14,500f dollars originally. There is still a five thousand 
mortgage with the Hibernia Bank which he feels more: secure about, now 
that the government is making home loans. 

He thinks America is the greatest country in the world. 

Asked why he came here he said, " Why eat two meals when you can go 
somewhere else and eat three?" He favors the [republican form of 2 


~ 


government and the Democratic party because they helped him save 
his cottages DU AUN Iago. to pest; also, his friends in Fresno 
who grow grapes have had better times with the Democrats. 

He applied for his first papers about six years ago and he 
feels confident that he will pass his éxaminations for his final papers 


when 4 Cae comes. He tried to enlist during the was but was 
rejected due to short leg. 
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He'g a member of the Austrian Benevelent Assn., which is a sick 
benefit and gives it's members ten dollars a week ee event 
of sickness. No social benefit. 

He has never married but he says he's going to marry after 
he gesm his citizenship papers, doesn't know who, just yet. 
He Bese 50 the qeene Tas Church about once or iif cae a Sob and to 
shows, “wh teh Ae enJeys about the same amount. ay Never been in 


jail. 
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JUGOSLAVIA 


By George and Emilia Hodel 


Phere are 30,000 Jugoslavs in San Francisco, The king- 


~ dom of Jugoslavie came into being efter the World War, and is made 

up of three Balken Peoples, the Serbs, Croats, and Slovenes. 

fhe Slavohic colony in San Francisco is not confined to 

any one district, but is widely nostinred over the city, Thousands 
of Jugoslavs live in the Hayes Valley. Meany have nade their homes 
on Noe Hill, You will find their dark-eyed children playing slong 
the Potrero streets. oe 

. Or go into any of the countless little cafes along rill- 
more, or Polk, or Sixteenth St. (more than 200 restaurants in San 
Francésco are owned by Jugoslavs) an you are quite likely to heer 
the msical Slavonic speech, But your hem and eges will be served 


up in strictly American style. 


a 
CONVERTS TO U. S. VIANDS 


fhe Jugoslav is quickly converted from his native cuisine, 
for he hes found that American taste, for some inexplicable reason, 


does not run to Balkan dishes. 


ea 
pee ae 


Jugoslavs plaged their part from the earliest days of 


Califomnia history. The adventures of Father Ferdinand Konscak 


are well known to readers of Bencroft and the other California 


historians, 

In 1750 Father Konscak was ordered to lead a Slavonic 
missionary expedition to America and discover a land route to 
fabled golden California. After nearly two years of terrible hard- 
ships, with mamerous deaths from disease and Indian attacks, he 


brought his expedition to Southern California, 


MAPS BEBORE OFFICIAL 


Konscak's maps of his travels were so accurate that 


they were used later by the Mexican zovernment and the United 


“States Navy, One of Konscak's maps guided Father Junipero Serra, 


years afterward, slong El Camino Real. 
Large numbers of Jugoslevs came to California at the 
time of the goldrush. ‘They came, moreover, on their own slow 


sealing ships all the way from the Slavonic languages. And Ar- 


- gonatus they were! Imagine that trip-sailing past the bright Medi- 


terranean waters to strike out into the hazardous Atlantic -- 


skitting the coast of Africa for weeks, crossing then to trinidad 


and Rio, s&iling more long weeks to the south, to finally round the 


Horn snd take the long northward course to Sen Francisco -- more 


than 20,000 miles in <l11!. Ne wonder that the Jugoslavs of Gali- 


fornia are a selected stock. 


DATS FROM GORD RUSE 


Most of the Jugotlav families of San Francisco are to 
be dated from the time of the gold rush, The firsf Slavonic @lub 
was founded in 1850,.. the first newspaper in 1875, Some of the set- 
tlers feend soldi ethers found less immediate, but just es valuable 
gold through mercentile activity end ranching. ? 

The ‘prosperous apple industry at Watsonville is in the 
hands of Jugoslavs. And i. are told by Balich, owner of the Ser-— 
bian newspaper in San Franciene,, that, among this small group of 
Jugoslava who grow apples cvemen Watsonville, there «rs two men who 
have ‘becmien millionaires and at least twenty who have eccumlated 
between $100,000 end $200,000.. 

Today there is but little immigration from Jugslavia. 
“Conditions there, under the <ieaLlestiel-lvakine King Alexander and 
his blonde Queen eta are quite good. Unemployment is at a mini- 
mim -- even the world depfession has not made much of a dint. | 

The Jugoslay is of an extremely social bent. He is fend 
of dade, of dancing, and of festivities. fhe San Francisco colony 
has not Leen than twenty social clubs, where one may see the Ola Yor1a 


dences and the strange Sokol, which is a kind of formal gywnestic 


~ 


ae 2 


A very considerable proportion of the Jugoslavs of San 
¥rancisco own their own homes. Talk to the older settlers, the 


fathers and patriarehs, and you will find why this is so. 


LOVE OF LAND NATURAL 


The o1a World instinct of land ownership is deeply rooted 
and still persists when transplanted to mew soil, This is true not 
only of the Jugoslav, sack of ell settlers from the Old Yorld. Their 
family life is closely knit, solid, almost unshakeable. 

Divorce is rare, And for some reason this domestic soli- 
dity seems to require as one of its elements = indeed as its very 
foundetion -- alliance with the land, 

If you skillfally question an 01d World settler, the father 
of a large and devoted femily, you wiki find that his thought centers 
on the plot of ground, bhe house, end -- in America, perhaps we 


whould sdd -- the garage. 


* & 
COMPARABLE To BRITISH 
"You may compare our constituent races," the Jugoslav Con- 
sul is saying, “our constituent races -- Serbs, Croats, and Slovens 


‘-- to the Scotbh, Welsh, and English, if you,like. There are differ- 


eo 


"ences in temperament, minor differences in acknue between the 
three peoples, but they together from one nation, speak one lan- 
guage, live one life." 

Under forty, Neumovic is a young man for a Consul 
: } Rae General, Perhaps the three wars in which he fought for his coun- 
heey helped to give him experience, however, | 
: "We Jugoslavs feel very much at home in California,” 
he said, "Your San Francisco is much like Dalmatia on the Adria- 
tic jel wees meny of my nationals come from Delmetia. Perhaps 
that is one OM why we feet st home here so quickly.* 
Fe A little bit of the Consul's jaw was shot away in the 


wer. Thet was valuable experience, too, 


SENDS REDWOOD SEEDS 


? "t am just now sending the seeds of your magnificent 
redwood trees -- Dequoia sepervirens -- to my countrymen in Jugo- 
slevia," he told us, Whee ene ereatly impressed by the Big 
Trees vhen they visited California, ond they want toe plant them in 
their homeland. “Professor. George Pierce of Stanford says that the 
| Sequoia: will probably thrive in Jugonlavia, of course, it will 


teke a lone time for the Sequote to erow," 


FOOD TOKEN OF PEACE 


all that is necessary is that the person holding a erie- 
Vance perteke of the specieliy cooked wheat -— the koljivo -- end 
‘toan oll is forgiven, oo | 

At this tana of the con a plate 4e¢ set aside for each 
meuber of the fonily whether present in person, absent, or long 
since dead, on a glessful of rakijea -- a potent ei with a sharp 
perveding flavor will be served. 

Ae : Bue For ae majotity of Jugoslavs who batons to the Greek Or- 
thodox Church, Christmas. comes on January 7, The Julian celender, 
“used by ‘the Bastern Ortnodox Chureh, is thirteen days behind our own 
Gregorian calender. “And Christuas has its own special set of obser- 
vances ich, like ‘te Slavs, is cerefully sitotened over here in 


the for-off West. ‘Straw is strewn over the. S besrnisle end the head of the 


fontiy throws, yelmts ees each corner of the room, 


oe 


‘the busy mother casts a handful of grein into the fire, | 


nari, | "od sens tolko: arece. a as Balt good fortune as there are _ 


! s ; he telle ¢ as these things 


. 3m fer-off Serbia. Raiko's 


: oo : 


After his graduation from law school in Belgrade, the 
Came on, He served in the medical corps on the Austro-Serbisn 
front, and can tell you many a story of those dark and bitter 
days. Then, after the war, he was, in quick plaiiient ge a a: 
Laue wan in Vienna, medical students politcal prisoner in a 
- Wersaw jail, end epuielar abssonger, commting from The Hague to 


Constantinople. _ 


BECOMES EDITOR HERE 


‘Finally America, and marriage to a charming American 
Girl, Today he edits the Serbian newspaper in San Francisco, 
studies Sansktit at the University of California and carves bows 
and srrows oe his spare time. A balanced life -- or perhaps you 
would call in unbslanced? 

At any rate our friend &s en excellent gaide to San 
Francisco's Slavonic colony. Lest night we saw the kélo danced - 
a spirited group dance in which more than 100 couples participated. 
fhe kélo is something like our own square dances, excep’ that it is 
more 2 boisterous. | 

Young and old take vert, The oldest lead the dence; 
their juniors join in with tend singing, and. shouting. and ine 
-poraneous jokes. : and between mencege we hed fina @ glass of heavy 
shlivovice, which is made. from prunes, land hes a strong fruity fla- 
vors unlike mything abse except the nectar of the Olympic gods, 


Bae mich farhege 3 it oe ee 
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Jugoslavs in America 


To some extent a seafaring people and accustomed to traveling and 
changing their place of residence, the Jugoslavs early began emigrating 
to America, It is difficult to gauge He number of Jugoslavs in the 
United States today for their nationality is often obscured in the census 
; groupings. Thus, Bulgarians, Serbs and Montenegrans have been placed 
together in one division, Groats and Slovenes in a second, Dalmatians, © 
Bosnians and Herzegovinians in a third, while a considerable number of 
Jugoslavs have been clessed as Austrians. A detailed analysis, however, 
reveals about 35 ,000 Jugoslavs in the United States at present, 85,000 
of whom are in the San Francisco Bay region. | 
Divisions 

The Jugoslavs are made up of three diotanet groupss Serbs, Croats 
and Slovenes. Their origins and religions, and various political issues 
are responsible to a great extent for this division. 

The religions of the Jugoslavs are Roman Catholic, Greek Orthodox 
2 and Mohammedan. nas religious differences can be explained by the 
“fact that for centuries these three groups have had to live under the 
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rule of five separate states —- Serbia, Montenegro, Austria, Hungary 
aid Surksy. >The etfoots of thie can Le obacrea in Sincet every déteil 
of the lives of the Jugoslavs. 

After the World War, Jugoslavia was united under Serbian leadership. 
It is now called the Kingdom of Serbs, eats and Slovenes, and from 
the beginning there have been political feuds between the different 
groups, 

While it is thus necessary to consider each group separately when 
making a close study of Jugoslav customs, in general, most of the customs — 
have a common base. 

Jugoslav Customs In General 

Through tradition, the customs of the Jugoslavs have become almost 
as sacred as law. Many elements of the pre-Christian era can be observed 
in these traditions, bak to a great extent they have taken on Christian 
Significance. Some persist acess in form but entirely Christian 
in meanings; others have been adapted to meet the needs and demands of 
the various governing groups. Only those customs which have not interfered 
either with church ceremonies or Sore einental policies and decrees cane 
remained entirely unchanged, 

Jugoslav customs may be divided thus: 

1. Customs connected with work. 
Every—day household tasks are accomplished with a certain 
amount of ceremony, such as when making the fire, dining, drinking, etc. 
When pudidings are being erected, it is customary to make 
ebservances, such ea lelouektes tie a@ sheep, or building straw, money, etc., 
into the structure. : 
2. Customs connected with oars: siectiong: or political 
discussion, — : | 


A person may be judged innocent or guilty by how he responds 
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to the test of taking a piece of iron out of boiling water. 


3. Custom& connected with personal matters and social intercourse, 
choosing godfathers and godmothers for christenings, "choosing a sister," 
wedding and confirmation ceremonies, welcoming of guests, going forth 
to meet someone, quarrels, curses and reconciliations. 

4, Customs connected with childbirth. 

The mother and the new-born child are screened off in a 
corner of the room so that she cannot be harmed by the darkness of the 
bed-sheet, which is called kutnicau in Slovenia. 

5. Customs connected with weddings. 

These are similar in all parts of the country and concern 
preposers, the wedding party and the wedding.. 

6. Customs connected with death. 

These pertain to the clothing of the deceased and the furnish- 
ings of the death room, to the care of the graves and the church masses 
which are said at intervals for the soul of the dewarhee! 

Holidays 

‘These include private yearly observances such as birthdays, namedays 
and glory days (only with Greek Catholics, ) Christmas Eve, Christmas, 
Slavic Goddess of Time Day, Shrovetide, Easter and Easter-—egg dyeing, 
St. George or St. John's Day, Day of Trinity, and prayers after great 
droughts. . 
Among The Serbians 

1. Food 


On fast days such as Wednesdays and Fridays, food is prepared 


with oil, not fat. On certain Saints' days, only fish is eaten. 


Serbian dishes differ from American in seasoning and in the 


way they are served. Vegetables are very important on the Serbian 


_ menu, constituting the main dishes, with meat merely a side-dish - - 
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unlike the American custom of building the meal around the meat course, 

Poetrica, or strudle, and dough fried in oil are two very popular 
ae leaven is usually used in making bread. Roasts - — lamb, pork 
or turkey — —- are common on holidays. Usually a small glass of brandy 
is taken before the meal, accompanied by a toast to health and prosperity. 
Wine is drunk with meals, and coffee always follows the meal. Tea is 
rarely drunk by the Jugoslavs. 
Household Customs 

There is a definite seating ee conent at meals. The head of the 
house (usually the father) sits at the head of the table. The next 
best places are at the right and the left of the father. The eldest son 
sits on the right and the next son on the left, but if an important 
guest is present, he is placed in the seat of honor on the right. The 
mother sits opposite the father at the foot of the table. If the 
father is dead, the eldest son is the head of the family. 
Holiday Procedure 

An abundance of food is necessary on holidays. Usually there are 
many different meat dishes and special sweets and pastries. The health 
and prosperity of the household is proposed in wine by relations and 
guests. Special prayers are not frequent among the Serbians, because 
they continually use such expressions as "God help us !" and similar 
‘short prayers are fee Geetes throughout their every-day life. In general, 
no prayer precedes the meal, unless a priest is present or the occasion is 
a special one. If a priest is present, the prayer is usually in the form 
of a blessing. 
Two Chief Holidays: Slava Day and Christmas 

1. The main celebration of the Serbs as well as of ali the Jugo- 
-glavs is Slava Day, which is also described as name—day or patron-saint- 


day. This holiday is kept by all Serbs, no matter how many generations 


\ 
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they have been in America, and will probably be celebrated as long 

as there is a Slavic peecis 

| Prior to the 10th or llth century, the Slavic people had sae 
hold gods as protectors. Christianity came to Serbia under the Byzantime 
Empire, but it was hard for the people to eliminate their old religion 
and customs all at once, and so the priests made a compromise and 
patron-saint-day came into being. As each family accepted Christianity, 
it chose a saint for its patron and protector. 

Among the saints are St. George, St. Nicholas and St. Michael. 
Slava Day cannot be held on Christmas. If the chosen saint had been a 
mortal, a special cake 4 made, a candle is burned on that day, and 
cooked wheat and honey is served, If the saint had been immortal, no 
wheat is served, because wheat is used for a person's soul, and an 
‘immortal obviously does not have to be concerned with his soul. qpaaeee 
is burned on this day in the house as well as in church. 

The date of Slava Day for each family depends on the day of the 
saint it has chosen. Open house is held, and everyone, friend or foe, 
is welcome. It is a day for peace-making among enemies. Friends come 
in to congratulate the family and wish them prosperity. Brandy is served 
to the guests, who toast the family and the saint, 

Close friends stay to dinner, and at this dinner a meat roast must 
always be served and a round cake - ~ not a square one. This cake ig 
broken — — not cut — — with proper ceremony by the host or eldest son, 
or by the priest or important guest if there is no son, Then the cake 
is eaten and wine is drunk with more toasts to prosperity and brotherhood. 
It is fon tute for a-man to have a ae at this celebration. The 
Serbs have a saying that a man with no son to break the Slava caké is 
sad, because without a son, the family cannot continue. 


If the chosen saint's day falls on a fast day or during Lent, only 
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fish, cooked in oil, is served, 


Slava Day means so as these people that they will go into 
debt to celebrate it with fitting ceremony. Any Slav will gladly lend 
money to another if it is to be used for this purpose. 

People almost invariably go to church on Slava Day and burn 
candles for their dead ancestors. The priest visits the home on this 
special day and is always invited in to give his blessing. If a priest 
is not available, the head of the family says the blessing. On this day 
a prayer is usually said before the meal. 

2. Ghristmas, or the Day of the "Little God", is second in importance 
oe to Slava Day, and the celebration continues for three days — -from 
the day before Christmas through the day after. 

Many customs are connected with Christmas, In America these vary, 
depending on whether the family lives in the city, country, or in a Slavic 
colony. They are observed less in the city than in the country, but in 
a Slavic colony they are carried out in entirety. 

“The day before Givtsteas is a fast day and no meat is eaten. 
Traditionally, food should be served on the floor on this day, but in 
most places in America it is eaten ee table as usual. Sometimes the 


food is eaten off of a sack filled with straw, and originally no knives, 


_ferks or spoons were used. In some places this custom is still observed. 


During this holiday period, the house is not swept in order not 
te disturb the spirits which gather in the house at this time, On 
Christmas Eve the head of the family strews straw all over the house. As 


he does this he imitates the sound of a clucking hen and his wife and 


_ children follow him, immitating little chickens. Afterwards this straw 


is gathered up and put into the hens' nests in order to make them lay. 


The Yule log is a necessary part of the Christmas celebration, 


and in the country the old procedure is always followed. The log is cut 
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down before sunrise on the day before Christmas by the head of the 
family and his sons. It must fall toward the east and a certain number 
of blows must be used. It is usually decorated on the spot where it 
has been cut down and then brought home. If it is a large log, it is 

- cut into three pieces and called "Yule Log and his Children." 

On this day roast pork, turkey or mutton must be served, The 
animal is fattened before Christmas and is killed on a sacrifical day 
before Christmas Eve. In some places, the animal is killed with a blow 
to the head by a piece of rock salt, Then it is roasted and eaten during 
the Christmas celebration - ~- except for the head, which is kept for 
New Years, | 

This ritual is observed in every household, varying only in the 
extent to which it is carried out. After the animal has been killed, it 
is carried into the house with great ceremony, It must enter the noude: 
head-first to ensure prosperity; if it were carried in backwards, it 
would mean that the prosperity of that house was going away from the 
door. As the animal enters the house, the man greets his family with 
the words, "Christ was born," and the members of the family reply, 

"In truth, he was born." In Serbia the blood and other parts of the 
animal are used for charms and protectors, put this custom is seldom found 
in the United States. 

During the two days preceding Christmas, God's Peace is supposed 
to reign. Insults are forgiven and it is a time to make peace with one's 
enemies, 

Gat christen Eve charms are made for the prosperity and fertility 
of the household and the animals. This custom is widely known, although 
not always re As out entirely... 

It is believed that on Christmas Eve all animals have the power 


to understand human speech, The mistress of the house usually goes into 
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“the: barn Hee embers of the Yule log and lets the smoke and incense 
bora there. hen she kisses each enine) in turn and makes animal sounds, 
es as if she were talking to them, and, of course, they are supposed to 
ae understand her. During this period the animals are fed especially 
well, in order to ensure prosperity, but this is done only in the country. - 
See Among the Serbs, Christmas is above all a celebration for the dead. 
Not only do they visit és family graves and have masses said for the 
souls of the departed: but the dead are believed to be moving about at 
this iis and Rely close to their families, The whole celebration is. 
‘for the dead, who are invited by the living to feast with them, 
‘a : see Food paten at Christmas has a definite sacrificial character, On 
Christmas Eve walnuts are thrown into the corners of the room and the 
souls are expected to go there readily and stay there. The idea of 
eating on ane floor comes from the belief that the dead can reach the 
Pee food there ae easily. In the past offerings were made to the dead and 
: faed on straw (especially in India and Persia.) The strewing of 
straw throughout he house is part of this old belief. Since the dead 
are accustomed to finding food on straw, they will gather as soon as the 
| straw is spread around, Often the soul is tae cipad to be a bird, usually 
se a hen; hence the clucking of the head of the family on Christmas Eve. 
: es While the: ae log is burning it must be guarded ag ce dead are 
“guarded after they have died and before they are buried, The Yule log 
: me and the Christmas animal are considered divine offerings, and when the 


“rituals are observed, bork men and cattle become hee In a similar 


sparks which fly from the strate He than presents the hearth with money , 
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“they celebrate December 25th also, as we do in this eee Because 


the customs oe the celebration of Christmas are more complicated 


Ir one ae dn baneated in seeing these cateweaticns, he may go to 


: Jackson, Watsonville and Cupertino, the Sea and the last being in the 
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% Mr.X was born,in the year 1886,in Vegany,Austria,a small i 
- £ 
a town of about one thousand population. At the time Mr.X was born s 
the town of Vegany was under the rule of Austria,but after the i 

| 
: 3 world war the town came under the rule of JugoSlavia. an Rey yee he a | 
+ Mr. - was the youngest Jor six SERRE ae ee 


Hy tp ae 


ente. It father was a sea captain em@ very strict and stern 4 
aa with his children and did not believe in allowing Aaa eee 
tt peminsart aa ty xt-had—four—pbrethers” and 7 

-one—sisterm The schooling of Mr.X was somewhat limited,keravine. 

eee six years training in a public school and then reee¥ed two 

years training in an Italian school. 

a Mr.X's ambition,as a boy,was to become a sea captain like 

his father,so at theneariy=ace. of thirteen and a half years he 

got a job on a boat to WEA nts career ,comthe_—sea This first 

boat Mr.X teved seer fy sailed from Trieste,Italy,for New York 

City. During Mr.X's four years of training on this boat he ex- 

perienced many hardships fer-e-yourns—pey. He had to do everyicind 

4 | of work on the boat,from scrubbing dowm the decks to taking his 

, watch in the rigging,with the more experienced and hardened sail- 

Bey: ors. Mr.X had many narrow escapes from death during—hi-s-feur..peare 

at sea during storms and boat wrecks and many times was so exhaust- 
ed that it was with great effort that he was able to stay awake 


a , while on watch up in the rigging. But Mr.X was determined to be- 


come a captain some day so he fought hard against all the obstacles 
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small wages he received,which was the sum of ten dollars per 
month. Now that he had his Dladsese=tete papers Mr.X decided that 
he would go home and visit his parents ,whteshe—-ded,being very 
proud in the fact that he was mew a Third Mate. 

a fe was enjoying his visit at home until he met a young 
girl “whom he fell in love = and wanted to marry, but his fath- 


the Ea 4¥ 
er was very stern and would not allow ial a re because 


he said Mr.X was too young. Mr.X could not see the matter in the 
same light as his father,so in emt ner had many words 
about his love affair. Mr.X became very angry at his father(be- 
cause he would not let him marry) and as inexperienced youths many 


times do,decided he would give up his career on the sea and his 


love affairs and go to America. 
ee ad two brothers who had already gone to America and oieer 


were living in San Francisco ,California, Bo Mr.x decided that he 
would also go to San Francisco. where= . Having 


saved his money while working fer—four-y-eare—at-—geaWdJimese had plenty 


of money to finance his trip to San Francisco. 
Italy,from his home town of Vegany, there secured a ticket to 
San Francisco,California,in America,via New York City, Mr.X could 
not speak any English but he did not let that worry him amr. On 
arriving at New York City wanes did not have any trouble clearing 
thrower the United States customS seemes. The agents looked at hig 
isdiest and took him to his train so that he would not get lost (as 
Mr.X could not speak any Mnelish, Mr.X had no trouble once he got 
on the right Sra 

Mr.X arrived in San Francisco,California,in the year 1904,, 
He went to his brothers address (when he arrived) and his brothers 
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helped him get located in a roon. 
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Mr.X arrived in San Francisco on a Tuesday and although he 
| had ample funds to carry him alongpfor a while,he set out to get 
Z hrterrei ft a job, ant to work the next day, af tecmniee=errrery er] cx 
Wednesday,at the old Good Fellow's Grotto a4t“Sth. “ant-tterkret-st- 


—eetee, where he worked for a period of two years. After 2pertrot 
ef six monthg>in Americasjir.X could speak fair English. incee ee 


ae Te 


first job in America was the same as that of his two brothers, 


washing dishes. Next Mesfwent to work at—Peit'<-erPerett Sstreer, 


Eager 


AP} 
as a bus boy ;wheve-he-worited-foxepertod)S¥ one and a half years. 


MrsX then left Tait's and went to work at the old Palace Hotel,as 


6-00 
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f “Xa bus boy,where he worked up until the San bakes hy) Per Fad and. 

\ —eartquake in 1906, After the fire and genet: went to 

Bs he on the Southern Pacific Ferry Boats,as a waiter,where he 
ae 
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—worked for a period of two years. 
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went to-work—in-Oaktand;Califomia,at—the-Siavich Grill,as a \_ 
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waiter,where he worked for a period of three years. After leayv-\R,, / 
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[ ing the Slavich Grill Mr.X went to work for the Millen and D \ hyp. 
‘4 bes Yv y, 
i” g Cafe,in Oakland,where he worked for a period of five years./Mr.X Y 

7 : j 
decided that he wanted to go home for a visit with his parents, 


his old—hnemelin Vegany awhere he made 
| r J N tAten 
a fifteen month visit with his parents, After his visit , 


st” eat A, 
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<parcnts Mr.X ae sie to Oakland,California,where he went ee 
to wore(tor the Mi Len and Dan Cafe,for a period ef six nonths. ) 
ecided that he veuid go into business for himself so he 
Opened a restaurant,(on San Pablo Avenue,in Oakland,California. 
After being in business at this place for a period of a year Mr.X 
sold the business and came back to San Francisco where he went to 


work for the Millen and Dan Cafe,on Powel jst rect) where he worked 
fora period of—feuryeans,at whiea-tinte the firm went broke 
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rk at ouie’ s Grill,on Mason street, ae he worked for A ested 
¢ of four years,as a Aeon Mr.X again decided that he would go wee | 
into business for himself and opened a restaurant (at 521 Sutter : 
street, San Francisco,where ite, X)operated the business for a periae. i 
ef five years (selling the business in 1925, | 
Mr.X now decided,after selling his business,that he wanted 

batt em Pete! eee ee his mother,his father hav- 
7 ing died since his last trip home. Mr.X visited with his mother, 
Bast at_theold—heneyin-—Vegany, for four months and then returned again 
| bie. to San Francisco,where he om“ went into business for himself 

opening the Governor Grill on Jones street,where he has operated 


the business for the past nine years,since 1926) 


Me area Mr.X married,in 1918,in San Francisco. Two children were born 
2.1K first child ban poy ,who aiea, Hho sec- 


ond = Chidsded —westoen girl WP is now fourteen years of age. 


Mr.X has always enjoyed prosperity in America and has no de- 


sire to ever return to Hurope to make his home. 
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Slavonian. 


Bucowina, before the World War was Austrian crown 
land, but more definitely private oF Hhper or Francis Joseph, the 
late emperor. Now it is Roumanian territory. | 

Joe Rauch was born in Chenowitz, which‘the capital of 
the former Austrian province and was the eldest of a family of four 
boys, all of whom were killed at the front in nineteen-seventeen; 
the father died when Joe was ten years of age. 

Alone when coming to America and then sixteen years old, 
our Slav friend spent the first four months in New York City, before 
departing for Toronto, Canada for a two year stay. Chicago claimed 
him next for two years, at which city he was a salesman for various 
wholesale houses, in fact his business in general has been along 
selling lines. 

It was before the fire that he ventured to San Francisco, 
where he has almost continually plied his abilities and his gift of 
conversation in selling. “ith the exception of a few years spent in 
Portland Se Te die tae the fire, Joe has lingered constantly in the 
bay area. I happened on him around the noon hour to-day, where for 
the present he sells candy, chewing gum and peanuts ete; he has a 
few good prospects to better himself, but for the present makes suff- 
events keep himself. Unmarried-and with no immediate prospects, 
he has been a citizen for many years and I might add, has a very 


good analytic mind as far as concerns social problems of the present. 
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SUPE: STITIONS POUND AMONG SERBIANS 
Ii ALAM@DA CO. CONCERNING DEATH | 
1. It is believed thet a sinful soul hess 9 herder time 
lesving the body then the soul of sn honest mn. 
2. An honest mana soul lesves the body in the form of s 


dove or pigeon. Only the people who are not sinful can see 


33 this heppen. Thus no one ever sees this thing becsuse they 
sre sinful. 

5. When the soul lesves the body-it flys to St. Archangel 
Micheel or 5t. Jecob snd waits till the body is buried and 
afterwards goes to God for judgement. 
| 4. If 5 mn dies ins foreign lend, end when his sovl 
ee leaves him, it is seid thet something heppens in his home to 
; tell of his desth. Ususlly » picture falls or some one dreoms 
that the deed mu visits them If it is known thet the monuis 
oo dead snd someone dreems sbout him it's » sign thet his soul is 
a need of something. In this event s mess must be seid for 


hts soul, prsyers must be ssid, confession mde or cherity given 
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three times without taking s» bresth----"Whst do you went Gods 
Soul"----the soul is then supposed to snswer end tell whst it 
needs. No one but the very breve will do this thing though, 
beceuse if they should teke 5 bresth while ssying the cherm, it 


will cause more suffer ing to the soul. 
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5. Desth is personified 9s 9 tell white women, » demonicel 
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being, with ® scythe in her hend. She is slwsays crying ond if 
She is seen it is s sure sight thst someone is dying. After 
8 desth the people in the house salwsyse throw water out the door 
“a efter the body, so thet death csn wesh her sythe with which she 
hess killed the body. If this isn't done someone else in the 
femily might be taken too. 

6. 4 soul will only leave the house out of 9 window or 4 
door snd so ss soon es desth comes the doors sre thrown open. 

7 If ea butterfly should fly by, or enything with wings, 
it is aupposed to be the soul lesving the body. 

8. After the soul sepsrstes from the body it remsins on 
esrth forty dsys longer snd visits 811 the pleces where it 
wes used to going during life. it usually lives in 9 forest, 
water, sea or higher.spheres es the stars sun or moon, this 
is not s Ghristien belief, but is csrried over from psgenisn, 
it is still held smong meny though. 

9. It is velieved thet food smd wine must be left in the 
room with the pergon deed so it my est from it. If the soul 
finds these *hinge it bless the house if not it curses it. 


Superstitions concerning Parsdise end Hell 


_ fhe plece where the soul of s sinless person goes efter 

. ae, 
death is cslied a I Spy is believed to be before the 
throne of Goa, it ie considered to be © grest mesdow with fruit 


snd huge fessts ‘ot. In this mesdow stroll the souls of the 

: departed end Ltnten to the music of sngels. 

The plece where the sinful go is called Hell and is in the 

: form of s dark hole filled with snekes snd scorpisns, sxuekes- 

snd other terrible things. Stinking weter constently boils in this 
hole and choking fire burns constently end tortures the souls 

of the sinful. 

In Heaven others desd before wit snd greet newcomers end 
sit sts golden table end est and drink. 

In Hell the Devil conetsntly boils soule in kettles or 
souls burn with eternsl fire. If 92 men wes a murderer his srms 
burn----If he stole his legs burn. If he chested or rsped a 
women or girl, his whole body burns up to the eyes. Sometimes 
these souls elso teke the forms of snimels. 

The Serbs siso believe ins third form sfter death----this 
is neither Hell or Psradize. It is » stete in which et Gods 
bidding the soul mey return to Earth. 

ALL SOULS DAY 

This dey comes on the fifth of June end st thet time the 
graves open up end stay open sll dsy. Any dead msn will enswer 
to your e311 if you stend over his grave on this dey. The 
dead lesve their grsves this adsy and stroll where they wendered 
_—s«sefore death, They greet people they meet but people don't 
know Ate Whetever a men liked or did in this world he does in 
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EASTER AS CELEBRATED AMONG THE SSRSIAKS 

This is cslled the Grest week and every dsy is bigger than 
the pest. | 

Prepsretion begins st the beginning of week snd the first 
thing thst must be done is house clesning. The house must be 
clesned throughout end kept spic send span. (Pood is go ttexi 
resdy guch es vapid eans 3 Saal 

This is a fast period snd is quite rigorous. ‘The only 


_ food esten is fish 9nd such food ss tf doesnot contsin milk, 


lerd, eggs. The fish is cooked in olive oil. 

‘All this time the church is in mourning snd everyone 
shows they sre sed end in mourning for Christ. During this 
time instesd of ringing ® bell exch evening st the church they 
hs ve ((xrepetered)) in front of the church. This consists of 
8 board suspended between two poles, this bosrd tekes the place 
of the bell. The priest teke two smsll wooden mslicts snd 


bests on the bosrd ine certein rythm. This goes something Vite 
_ this--te--te+-te te tet te tet tet te. This goes on for three 
deys snd on Thursdsy they go to church till twelve midnight. 


Pridey or Good Fridsy (Veliki Petek) is the seddest day 


Pi o of ell Greryone Shows the. deepest symps thy snd go to church 
till aire. i Me dep church ceremony this time is very besut- 
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iful with many lights. The tomb of Christ is in the center of 


the church, on either side of this stend¢g two soldiers on guerd 
ell the time. These soldiers are dressed in full dress uniform 
end ere spelled every now end then by more soldiers who march 
in with bayonets glenming ond stend et perfect sttention. There 
are twelve specisl csndles around the church end during the 
ceremony the priest or pricsts rena from the twelve spost«:ls 
snd as eech priest finishes his pert e cendle goes out. The 
tomb is cerried outpin procession of priests end soldiers with 
church benners end candles and such, sround the church three 
times end then is brought back snd this concludes the caevines 

On Pridsy each house dyes eggs (2 or 300) which must not 
be esten till Sunday. 7 

3 Setardey there is more prepering sud more food fixed for 

the feest on Sundsy. 

Sunday at four in the morning the church bells ring out 
the ressurection of Christ, end every one goes to church to mess. 

“Everyone is very heppy efter church snd go home to breskfsst. 
After this they hsve contests with eggs, everyone hes so mony 
eggs and chellenges some other member of the fsemily to ® con- 
test in which they see who cen bresk the others eggs the fast- 
est. This is even done on the street. , 

Every one goes to church sgein end there is dancing ond 
festivities in the church yerd. The rest of the time is spent 
in drinking end fessting which is kept up for three deys, 


cS 


ye tie 
eA ae 
Gurl, dee oo 
z ey : 
; ae *) ( 
= Ta - 


3 -« COMMON SUPERSTITIONS AMONG SERBS 
ae 4 1. St. Hlies has to do with thunder end lightning, snd 
4 when this vs people sey tact “Qe is St. Zlies in ghis 
wagon going so. 
2. Excess leughter ususlly mesns teers, 
3. A lying ten is never believed sagein. 
4, Clairvoysnce is believed in. 
Be Sissors ere put s.ove the door to keep witches from 
“entering the house. 
6. Old people sre often times considered witches, 
Te It's very bad luck to hit anyone with 8 broom. 
&. Some are very afraid of the dead or cemeterys snd will 
bot go nesr one et night. 
“) 9. Dresms ore believed into the grestest extent snd moan 
ee ‘verious things such ea 
Se it digging s hole--someone is going to die. 


b. If one dreems of = funersl--Someone close or 2 


DYNASTY BELIEVERS AMONG SLAVS 

There ere some asmong the Yugoslevs in Celifornis ( Oe kee 
lend) in particuler who decline to c#ll themselves Yugosleve, 
but insist thet they sre Amstriens. 

These people origim ted slong the North Adristic cosst. 
They were ususlly of the poorer cless--pessantry of Romen Cst- 
holic religion. Under Austris Hungery these people were sllow- 
ed certsin privileges, becsuse they were of the same religion 
as the Ruling clsss. 

When these so celled Austrisns migrated to 4merica they were 
Still under the Austris Hungerisn Dynesty, and through ignorence 
or sn unwillingness to learn better, still believe in the “mpire 
of ines Josef. They esll themselves Austrien becsuse they were 
citizens of Austria, there being no Yugoslevie at the time. 

These people even go so fer as to clsim roysl blood--but 
ever fail to give suthentic proof of it snd can't even show 
from whom they might heve received this roysl blood. They are 
not = Germen spesking people, or if they do spesk Germen you 
cen bet it isn't their most sccomplished lsngusge--however you 
will find thst they hsve ® very good knowledge of 9» lenguege 
which is known 9s Serbo-Croation. 


When ® people clsim royel perentege from Crostion Kings 
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THE SIAVONIC ALLIANCE OF CALI?P. 

The Slevonic Allisnee origineted sbout twenty -five yesrs 
ego in Sen Frencisco snd wss to be s purely culturel society 
including sil Slevse It soon died down and was revived about 
1928. Since then more people have become interested in ityend -/— 
has been growids until precticeliy everyéSlev society belongs 
to it. 

These different societies ere represented by delegetes to 
the monthly meetings. All Celifornis is divided into districts 
Oskiend being one San Frenciseo snsther etCe 

The purposes of this allisuce are; 

l. To estsblish s closer co-operation emong Slavs iz 
this Stete, in order to promote their generel welfsre. 
2. To enlsrge the political field of sction smong 
the Slave if this Stete in order to encoursge them to psrt- 
icipete in the civic effeirs of this country. 
3. To encovurege Americen citizenship smong the Slevs of 
; this State end Country. 
4. To assist Slavs of this Stete in finding s proper end 
| aR ome in the order of things of this country. 
; an a:  pereacaere ‘besiege: PP ORKe, studies end learning, z 


y endowing Ithreries schools, priteved i and universities, by 


mblishing, selling, caer ge Sey books, psmphlets, news- 
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The supreme body of the Allience is the State Convention, 
which is eompessd of delegates electes by the populer referen- 
dom of petive Members, snd the members of the State executive 
Council. 

Every year the Allisnee holds ® convention in some city of 
importence. It holds progrems in which dencing, music, Art and 
-pleys in Slev ere given. It selects the most tolente/of #11 
 Sleva to entertein at this time. 

_ Once ® month a bulltin is published in the Nerodni Glesnic 
_ (listionel Herele) end serbien Hers1é. 


SERBIAN 


JUGOSLAV CUSTOMS IN ALAMEDA COUJTY. 


Celebration on ST. GEORGES DAY--: 
This celebration occurs once yesrly in April or Mey, snd 


is the church's patron ssint's day. Serbiens from all perts 


of California as well ss any other plsece in the United States 


sre invited to attend. Ususlly four or five hundred people are 


present. 
A service is held in the church in honor of the seint. 
After the formal service, cooked whest is eaten ss 9 sort of 


sacrificial service for the desd. lvery family brings s list 


of nemes of the dead in their family as fer back as they can 


remember, and during the ceremony these nsmes are read sloud 


by the priest. ; 
After church 3 banquet is held and everyone ave invieted 


to partake without psy. Lemb and wine are traditionally 


served at this banquet. Before eating, the priest blesses the 
people, but the main ceremony comes when the priest breaks 
bresd with the host of the dsy for prosperity and peace smong 


men. Each church has a different saint, but the ceremony is 


practically the same in all cases. 
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When the banquet is over there is an afternoon program. 


Usually this is 9 Serbian plsy and speechs sre given by prom- 


inent people in the colony. Every thing is very gay. The 


people sre dressed in their best and drink but lettle. Al- 
though they are very jolly they remein dignified and snything 
bed is especially condemed this dsy. The children perform and 
Sing songs. The Americsn snd Serbian Hymns must be sung. If s 
Speech were to be given in English on that day, it would be 
considered very bad teste, even though the people sre very pat- 
riotic. Chorals sre sung by everyone snd s plsy with e histor- 
ical background is ususlly given. 

| After the festival sll the homes are open for exchanging 
visits, the most intimste friends Staying to dinner. After 


dinner everyone usually participates in the "kolo", or nation- 


81 dence. The young people dance to modern music the restof 


the evening. Age i§ quiet a number of speeches sre given, 


_It is slmost compulsory for the whole family to come to 911 


Serbian dances or festivities. Every one is very merry, but 


all are very careful about their behavior, 
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SERBIAN CUSTOMS 

"Vidovdsen", or St. Vitus Day is celebrated in commemorat- 
ion of the battle of Kasovo. This took place on Ksasovo field 
in Serbis on the 28th of June 1398, against the Turks. The 
Serbs were completely defeated and 4s 29 result were under Turk- 
ish rule for five hundred years. This day which is similser to 
Memorisl Day is 8s important a national holiday as any to the 
Serbs. Wherever they may be, if there sre a number of them 


together, they hold 9» celebration on this day. The services 


| sre held for 911 Serb soldiers killed in any battle, and is one 


of the rere cases in which 9 defeat is glorified. After church 
services, several hundred gather together; lambs sre barbecued 
in pits; there are speeches on the significance of the day and 
Stories of the pattle sre told. Toasts sre drunk to the pro- 
sperity of America, to the president, to-the Serbian king and 
to the memory of the dead. | 

A program and the main speeches are given after lunch. 
The American Hymn ("My Country’ Tis of Thee") and the Serbian 
Hymn ("Bozhe Pravde"), or "God of Justice’, are sung. Child- 


‘ren only sing these. It is slmost compulsory to perform 
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the evening, there ts a dance. The first dence is 8 
bien one, and this fe: followed by moder "dencing. Usually 
belleds sre Sung. These are almost ai¥eyn accompanied by the 
_ Gusle,, the Single--stringed. net rumart of these people. uluch 
Sentiment is atteched . to this instrument and it is to be found 
“in practically every Serbian home. The themes of the ballsds 
r ere the ge ther ing of the Serbs for battle, the Killing of the 
- Sulten by the Serd Banas and the defeat of the army. These 


a 
4 reas songs sre written if. the syllable lines, with csesura after 


< 


_ @very fourth syllable. ‘There is no rhyme, snd. they sre chant- 


| | SERBIAN WEDDING 

| | In most cases the engegement lests quite » long time as 
there is much investigating to be done before the couple can 

merry. The families sre careful to ascertein thet they sre 

<2 et relsted, because even second cousins are not allowed to 

merry. If the two families have the seme Slave Dey, then 

merrisge Le impossible. It ree in some cesses that the 
femily of the groom chooses the mide. but thst rarely happens 

iat this country. 

“The merriage is held Rh aan in the church end is per- 

ene according to the ritual of the church, ss in the ola 

country. 

ok The couple sre led to the church and covered with e piece 


of materiel (to be used 9s the woman's dress). First they ere 
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¥ brought up to the alter, and then to the center of the church 
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- where an improvised alter hes been erected. The pries leads 


5: other sround this altar seven times. (This is 9 custom which 
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Bee has been retained from pegenism; in Indis the custom is to. 
| welk er ound the fire Seven times). On the alter are two crowns 
Sia h be ate" are by kings end queens. These crowns sre furnished © 


Ease in the wedding. The crowns are placed on the 


end for that day they sre regerded as a 
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cing and a Queen. he or teat then ties the left hsend of the 
bride to the right hand of the groom snd the procession leaves 
the church. Relatives emi guests throw flowers snd rosemsry 
«leaves st the peir snd the guests form s procession end welk 
to the home of the bride. A man is generslly chosen to take 
command of the ceremony snd every one obeys him. A feast 

has been lsid for relstives and friends, and as the newlyweds 
come in the door, they are very careful not to step over the 
threshold with the left feet, as this is considered to be bad 
‘luck, Before they enter, the bride is handed 9 very young 
baby. This is supposed to bring her children of her own. The 
Serbs do not spprove of 8s mrried women not having children, 
and if this happens, it msy cause ® lot of trouble. Sometimes 
the mn will lesve his childless wife, considering this action 
justifiable. 

| At the feast it is obligatory to drink many toasts and this 
some times lests for seversl hours. The young people are us- 
uslly sprincled with rice. During the feast paava? dances 
are danced and the Gusle is in great evidence, Msny Serbien 
recordings that have to do with wedding snd love sre plsyed. 
Wedding songs sre ate also by the guests. The house of the 
new family hes been made ready before the wedding, snd the couple 
leave on 8 honeymoon ss the Americans do, 

| The dowry given by the girl's parents to the groom msy be 
money or a house eveything Sled, The property is strictly 
Psat id ok The wife hes her personsl property snd money snd the 
 husbend his. Ususlly the bride gets the dowry or » pert of it. 
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SERBIAN CEREMONY OF BYRTH 
When 9 child 4 porn it must be christened in the church 
at s given time, depending upon the health of the ehidds If 
"the child appears weak and not likely to live, it is christen- 
aa by the father of the femily. 
om i A child must have 8 godfather. This person is very im- 
por tant eas he Hp the second father of the child. The tie 
es between the father of the child snd the godfether and the 
= family is very strong. The godfather chooses the child's neme, 
= usually in agreement with the parents. They elways try to 
x give a Serbian nsme. The names sre chosen from the Serbien 
- calender and ere Bonezalty those of famous people or saints. 
weit. the parents should die, the godfather mus t take csre of the 
child. Tis ig not considered unususl, but is teken 9s 4 
cs: Batter of course. The godfather must always show 6n interest 
ies inthe child, in whet he is doing and the progress he is mking. 
me goatether is usually the men who took the part of best 


pent the wedding ceremony. If the child should die, this 


jle children partake. A cake is baked with meny decoretions. 
‘The baby is plsced in the center of 8 ring of children, and 
“a number of objects, such as a needle and thread, a book etc., 

are placed before him. The children dance sround the baby and 
‘sing. Whetever the child resches for first indicetes its 
| future vocstion. 

It is every family's wish to have boys to carry on the 
‘family. Girls ere scceptable, of course, but boys are more in 
demand. 


SUPERSTITIONS 


Beliefs in regard to. christening ere mény. An unchristen- 
ed chila may not be kissed, as it is considered unclean. The 
child is not nemed until the christening. On this dey the Goa- 
Fee brings the stock of some frsgrant plent, a candle end 
sn undershirt for the child to the church. Neither the mother 
“of “the child nor the godfather pertske of food or drink the 
day the child is christened so thet the child may have strong 
Bes. teeth. A child is never kept ins dsrkened room before bap- 
tem and must slwsys be in the house before Deere Becsuse 
the days from the etre the eighth of Janusry sre un-Godly 
deys, a unbaptized énita is watched i ara dur ing this 


week, It is never left without s light so there will be no 


ea te cattle. Shepherds fear these spirits 
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cusrous PERTAINING TOuDEATH AS PRACTISZD 
BY THE SERBIAN PROPLE | 
The Serbians look upon desth very philosophicelly. rt 
is something which God has decided upon and which cannot be 
akol aon, To them it is the only just thing in the world, 
Without regard to e men's status in life, it mows them sll down 
to os nae level. It equelizes the small and the great, 
- the strong and the helpless, the rich end the poor. 
When Someone dies, he is usually buried by the priest 
ins Serbien cemetery. They sre very averse to cremstion. 
--Byeryone considers it his wai to go to the funersl even though 
he may know the person but slightly. They are very part- 
- deuler about the grave-site and ususlly reise » monument of 
ee some sort. 
It is eres ‘to sit with the dead snd they never leave 


the aad slone in the room. They will not bury s Ronen s who 
has deen ®@ prisoner or hanged. Sometimes professionsl mourners 
cae hired who tear their heir, scratch their faces and emit 
oF Pleroing screems or wails. These sre usuelly women, 


ose pe oee to the depsrted which sre sometimes very 


virtues of the dead and conver- 


; At the cemetery, friends throw a handful of earth on the 
grave end sometimes actually help to bury the body. If @ shovel 
changes hands, it must first be leid on the ground end must not 
pes from hand to hand, As friends pass the coffin they throw 
sm il coins on it to vay for the deceased's transportation to 
Paradise. The eyes of the dead person are also covered with 
copper coins. 
After the funeral there is ) feast which everyone attends. 
2 Begegers are fed; this is for the soul of the ace The people 
Ms drink and telk sbout death, 
| | During all this time the house must not be swept or the 
heir combed, because the broom will drive fortune away from the 
house, causing others to die, snd the hair wi 11 Pe tae fait 
out in sympathy with the dead. 

: Those who come to look st the desd ssy goodbye end repeat 
| 8 short prayer for the rest of the soul. Then they sprinkle 

Bet the body with holy water from s vessel beside the bier. Those 
a keeping vigil, est and drink and elways wash their hands be- 
fore ona afterwards. They usually plsy cards--never for money-- 
- end telk. 
Se ‘If the deceased were 8 cripple, his crutches sre put in the 
“ootfin with hin so that the: can use them later, 
ve it a is carried out of the house, they knock 


on aie door with coffin so that someone else does 


a 


<r, 


ee. ote 


Mee desd men's home. “When they are reedy to lesve, they 


t wesh the ir honds ena part with the ce of the decess- 


A 


ne 
CUSTOMS OF ee ee 
The virtues of the depsrted end strange as it seems this 
“most generally leads to the telling of funny stories. 
| After six weeks, another church service is held for the 


- goul of the desd. Cooked wheat is served snd some of this 


tenia to the grave with wine and bread. Then there is 

_ nother HY This is repested six months later and sgsin 

nee cue end of » year when it is dis continued as the soul is 
then supposed to be settled, The dead sre slwsays remembered 
a the family, and ora are mentioned every Slava Dey: 

Meny customs vary only ag to the country. When es msn is 
onesr death, the household members take care the t he says goodbye 
Beate 6 everyone, that he confesses and receives the holy sscersment. 
A candie is lighted and placed in his hand end Rothaced hin 


peace with God. His reletives, friends, and neighbors #11 


ne more eed dae in these matters vegins: to say 8 prayer 


- ms 
bata s 


not be alone where he is going. When the msn is 
Fs end windows exec panes, in order to let the 


rors ere turned sd the wall £9. the 


U ‘ig ee 

SE OmE Ss Sey ew 
- ae 8) | eg. Ves , 
4 int vrs 


os i 5 c ‘ er tA rs ue _ Z f 
see himself es he passes out; if this happened 
Bi ete egein. The body is washed immedietely with 


Prarie. shaved, the chin tied up 80 thet it will not 


op, ‘and the feet tied together. The pody is then dressed 
in the pest clean clothes and slightly raised, the head to- 


re 


on the east. On each side of the aad a candle is placed. 
ie ‘The man stena further swey from the bier then the women. If 


Pe ths head of the house dies, the wife stands at the foot of 


7 Se 
7 


the goffini-1f it is 2 son, she niet at the head. Before 


teking their positions, ail the women start to wail. During 


ay the time that the wena te lying on the bier, great care 


‘aa taken that no cats jump over him. If this happens, the soul 


van 
ae 


becomes the t of s vampire. 


po: test issues Which are responsible to 2 grest extent for the come 


of the Jugoslay people into three distinct erat 


‘pele of Hive aifterent states--serbis, Montenegro, Austria, fungery and . 
“Turkey thus it is. osy to see that this division would have a lasting fe 

fluence on the lives of the ‘peoples The religion is Roman Ga tholic, Creek 
« Orthodox end Mohemmedsu. | a | 


| After the World Wer Nigewte vie wes united under Serbien iwadionhie | 
= among the ‘different groups hes arisen @ greot political feud, itis 
eallead the Kingdom of Serbs, Croats end Slovenes and it is necessary to. ap 
ee each one ‘Seperstely when m king 9 study of their Cus tomse 
The customs of the Jugoe lay people sre thr ough tredition conseersted 
i as deeply nee ted as though they were a form of ‘lew, to which the 


<a keep of socisl, political and religous nature. In these traditions — 


of ceremony 3 


: ew. ; curses on reooneillis sicua. 


“AeHolideys are privete yesrly observances such ae--birthdays, nemedsys, | 

glory asys, { ouly with Greek es tholics) Christmes Eve, Christms, Slsvie 

Goadess of time day, shrove~tide, Roster, Eester-cgg dyeing, Ste aenrge 

or | Ste Johns dey, dey ot trinity end prayers. after eres t droughts. : 

oastone | concerning childbrith, the mo ther with her new born child ig 

coreenea off from the rest of the world in the corner of the room so she 

con't be hermed by derkness of the bed sheet, ovlled "kutnicsu” in Slovenia. 
- 6-Customs concerning weddings; 

oe onthe! cus toms are qaite like in different sada of the country 


same do justice to their + me thonaad tye Thus Beleerions, Serbs end anton 


> fe ang 


AE a) 


som : | 
. us ohold gentonss< Pt ek ee 
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On fest days such ee fodnesasy and friday the aifferent dishes sre 


prope red with eil ond not fet. Wm eertein Saints days only Fish is eaten, 


‘The food differs from Amerieen dishes in the seagoning and the way it is 


erveds Vegstodles form sn Ampor'tent pert in the menu of the Serbs, they 


ar the moin dish and mon t is only a side digh wher ese in the U. 8. mest 


usually the mein ‘pert ‘of the mele Two quite populer dishes ere Poetria 
or strudle and frica dough in oil and lseven is used to make bread 


quite 
; lot. On holideys rossts sre quite common, either ism 


» Pig or turkey. 
oad oe of _brendy is taken before the mesl with a toast to 


ae Ge 1 left ‘snd in a Sk of Layortenes | is | present he is 
in the seat of honor ou the right. The mother is opposite the — 
r at the foot of the’ ‘teliies Ig the fother is deceased the eldest 


bon 1 te head of the femily, tie eee 
Ss _-BeHolideys--= : 


ae 


On holidays en ebandence of food is very necessary. Veuslly’ there 
are ma ay Kinds of mee ts with side dishes of sweets end pestrys. Toasts 
ere usuelly made by rels tives end guests for the heslth and prosperity 

of the house. in which ‘they are visiting, Wine is used in making these 
tosete, ‘Breyer ie not used much in the lives of the Serba os they 
eontinuslly use ‘expressions such se "God help us", or such short preyers 
ere interwoven ts the every day Life. There are uSuwily no preyers vefore 
the mesl unless a priest is present or On Some special ocession, If the 
priest is present the preyer ucuslly is more the form of 8 blessing. _ 
é ‘the mein eelebre tion of the Serds snd #11 Yugoglevs ie-"Slavs Day" 

or the nome dey or pe tron Ste baa This celebration is kept by 211 Serbs 


; ton + es " there is & ‘Sisvie poeple Au this oe. he oni nietion of this 


i eiens s protectors. Christianity oame to Serbie during the — 
re and it wea herd — the people to eliminete the old religion end 


raving» D -potron seit “dogs zate adic is chosen by esch emily Ags ‘thelr 


ot oy poy Sr ee Co 4 ee Ie TA ee i ft a ee ee oe eee F Re OO ao? Bebe eee on. 
ee ee OP a 


or tl no no wheat. is used because the wheat is used for the soul of the 
"person and on immortel] doesn’t need a soul. Insence is used in the room 
end burned in the church. Each Slava asy is different in each feaily 
sh ‘according to the day of their ssint. This is the dey when open house 


oa ie 


is held ond every oue is welcome to come in whether he be enemy or friend. 
his is the dey of pesce meking among enemies, friends come in to congrat- 


tlste the femily (whose ssintes dsy it is) end wish them prosperity. The 


SEED ABS Ot eee ee Re, 
0 aaa gare cae <Se.  e 


guests ere served with brandy end mke tossts to the family and the esints. 
~ ‘The close friends stey to dinner=-~---at this dinner must alwys be served 

e roest of meat and a round cake, not square one. ‘This cake is cereminously 
broken (not. cut) by host snd oldest son or the priest or prominent pereen 
‘if there ig no son. The eske is esten end wine is drunk with more toasts 
_ for prosperity ond brotherhood. It is very importent for a man to heve 
ee nex at these eelebrations and the people have & saying that a men with 

no son to breek the Sleve eske is s ssd es the family esnnot continue and 


is extinguished. If the seint's dey falis on 4a fast dey or a dsy of Lent 


‘only fish is served cookea in oil. Sieve Day mesns so much to these people, 
E they will go into debt to hold ceremony and sny Slev will gledly Jend 

| snother money if it is to be used in this regsrd. UWsuslly people.go to 
ghureh on their Slave dey end burn cendles for the dead eneestors, This 

- ies the priest visits the homes of the people and is invited in to bless 

; the home end if a priest is not available the heed or the father 806s 

“the blessing end on thet day a preyer in aesediy ssid before the meal, 


Bk and insence is burned. 


The next importent dey is Christmss--or the day of the "Little Goa" 


a ~--This dsy is one of many customs ond is held for three deys, the dey 
before Chr istmes day and the day after, these customs very in Americs 

_ : (as to city, country end whether it ig a Slav colony and these customs are 
not followed at 811 to their fullest degree in the city but sre more pre- 


SN oe TPT ele ee He 
aes Sh sy ( 2 


ies! tee So Nee 
sia Tas oN 


ie 


splat in the country ead are almost hela in their entirely in a 

- gettienent of Slavs. On Christmes Eve all membors of the fomily ore 
served and no meet is eaten es this is fast day. Foods should be eaten 

from the floor, but ere esten from the table in most places in Amerios. 

Sometimes the food is esten from sa sack fiiled with strew. Originslly 

ne knives, forks or spoons were used snd in some places this eustom is 


still prevslent, During this time nothing in the house is swept so es 


not to disturb the spirits that heve gethered at this time. Straw is 


“strewn over the entire house on Christmss Eve by the heed of the family 


who imitetes » hen clucking,-efter him goes his wife ani children imitat- 


ing little chickens. Afterwards the straw is gothered up snd put in the 
hens nests to make them ley, Another important custom is the Yule log, 
this is sbsolutely necessary end is held quote ss it was in the eountry- 
side. This log ie cut before sunrise on thet dey befor Christms by the 
head of the family end his sons. It is felled towards the east and a 


G@ertesin number of blows are need, it ig ususlly decorated where it is 


eut and then brought home. If it is 9s lsrge log it is cut in three 
pieces end is calied Yule log end his children. On this dsy there must 
be ® rosst pig, turkey or sheep. This snivel is fed in advence for 


_ Ghristmas, skilled on 2 secrifical dsy before Christms Eve. In some 
| pisces the enimsl is killed by a blow to the heed by 9 piece of rock 
p- salt, It is rossted and eaten during Christmse 911 exeept the heed which 


is kept for the new yess. “very house hes this eustom varied to the ex. 


tent to which it is oerried. when the snimal is killed it is cerried in- 


to the house with great ceremony. It must be carried head first to insure- 


| prosperity end if it were eerried beckwards, then the prosperity of thet 


house would be going awey from the doors, As the snimsl is cerried in 


the house the man greets the femily with “Christ wes born" end the family 
_ reply with, “in truth, he wes born", The blood end other parts, of the 


Ye sana are used ‘98 cherms or Sr iiteiaete This custom is. setae found in 


.... The guest is supposed to represent the sncestors thet ere deed, 


‘His is to strew whest over the house and the mistress of the house throws 
grain over hime ‘The guest then hits the Yule 106 with e poker end mekes 
ee wish thet the comity’ shell enjoy prosperity a8 much es sperks fly from 
the loge He then presents the heerth with spi end receives = gift and 
is treated with ‘every honore 
During the two dsys before Ghristmss, Godse Piece is supposed to reign- 


insults are forgiven and it is the time to make perce with your enemics. 


It is customary to e to the ereveyaras during this time end visit 
the greves of the femily end have » mss said for the soils of the depsrted, 
coe On Christms Eve charms sre meade for prosperity and the fertility of, 
= the coming year for the house and the animels. These custome sre well knowm 
Af not always followed to the fullest degree. 

All snimels have the power of understending humen speech on Christmas 
‘ve and the mistress of the house ususlly goes to the bern with embers 
from the Yule log and lets the smokesnd incense barn there. She then kisses 


-esch animal in turn end makes snimel sounds ss if telking to them snd they 


ae are supposed to understend her. During this time the snimele are fed 


- especially well to again insure prosperity. “Phie is done only in the 
country. 

| Christmas is the most compleceted celebration observed and that is 
ne wy Lots of the customs sre dropped. 

: Among the Serbs, Ser iateee is bie the first plece celebration for 


st dead. = aeet ere considered “to be moving at thet time end sre supp- — 


= ts tonsting with ‘them : 


s : 


‘The food esten that dsy have 9 definite mearifielel charsecter. Dur- 
“Ang Christmas Eve walnuts sre thrown into the corners of the room and the 
souls are supposed to go there resdily stey there. The ides of esting 


from the floor is so the souls esn reach the food eesily. In the past 


offerings were made to the desd on strew (especially in Indie and Persia). 


| _ The strewing of straw is for the seme purpose and is s remenent from 


4 


ola times end as soon as the straw is strewn the souls will gsther as 


they sre uged to finding food on straw. The soul is often imsgined e 


_ bird usually s hen, therefore the clucking on Ghristmes Eve is actually 
the souls of the feast; while the Yule log is burning it must be guarded 
, as the dead sre guerded, following desth, and before they sre buried. The 


Yule log and Christmas snimel ere the offering of divinity end ere esten 


Fituslily thus msking men and esttle divine. The Christmses guest is a 


devine guest (en sncestor on whom depends the future prosperity if the 


family in the coming Jesre 


Serbien Christmas is held on Jsnusry 7th of course they hold 


the Ameriesn Christmas too, as we do in this country. If one is inter- 


ested in seeing these celebrstions he msy go to Jackson, Watonsville 


and Cupertino the first and last being in the bay region snd only a very 


* ghort distance from Berkeley. 
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RACE: JUGOSLAVTA | erg 
SEX; MALE eo 


AGE: 40 Years ia 


Mr. was born in the southern part of Jugoslavia,near the | 
town of Novi. Mn es parents had a small farm eer toe ee ee 
and sold their produce in the free marketspf the town of Novi, 
were the town charges a fee for stand space to ‘each farmer ar 
sells his produce there. 

ur Yk did not come from a large family as he had only one 
brother who atwaxs stayed at home with his parents and continued 
farming. 

Mr left home when he was only twelve years old,coming to 


America with an uncle .linetwas & to New York City and then 


from—there he was taken directly “to San Francisco,Califormia, weere 
oe Ce recente. After arriving in San Francisco 
Mr.¥'s uncle found suitable quarters to live and then pot Me 
in school, era uncle was a blacksmith by trade and-.soon found. 
Ger. ans (de soon as he received some schooling statted to work 
in his spare time at odd little Jobs and when ne pede eitteen 

he had a chance to go to work for the telephone company as an 
apprentice ,wetrcirne did, Mr. -H worked for the telephone company 

for about four years with the crew Wesernstalie and repairs 
switchboards in the northern California territory. This work 

gave Bea chance to see parts of California and learn the cust- 
oms of the people much faster than if he had of stayed in the 

city all ge une time. Mr. saved his money and at the age of 
nineteen decided tet he wanted to take a trip around the world. 


} 
ae uncle,who was a | ea ine man, 


was very much against the. 
TY 8 eh eS : 
Be money tise thts and if 


had many 


Ah: 
Da 
Whar 


“ Ah ‘ 


ap ae 


"arguments about Mr.X taking this round the world trip.)aut Mr. bY 
was young and wanted to see the world and nothing his uncle said’ e. 
could change his mind. sbeut—tre—tnin. Merk-started out-on-hte-round on 


ty 


the-werld—trip isited many countries,going to Africa Portugal, 
Spain,Italy,France ,Germany and some of the smaller countries and 
a stopped at his home country Jugoslavia for, visit at home with his 


father and mother and brother. baler pines to San Francisco 


x ie 


“ON 
ye 
i, 


7 Oe 


he had lost some of the desire to travel ‘sxewrd and decided he would — 


ae settle down and get married. In a short time after his return Prom ‘ 

Dke—roundetire—werld tankp Mr.d4 was married, Mertenow Paving a home ta 
if. did not want to Ae his job with the telephone company as he a 
ee was always traveling from town to town d weudd—haus...to—be away from 
e, home \mest—ef—the—tine soe tried topes Other employment see. | : 


mt Could.renain—at—troenre F could not find suitable work at once so i 
“ ‘Wee-decided to help out a friend 0 fmlehes Shatner in the restaurant i 
QNg business Untii-tre-contd-Looate-a—job—that—hewould-Like. tr start 

| ed to learn the restaurant business as a waiter RA.bOG-Rtembe ey, 
the work anda8—there-was—noather—jobs—in~sieht-at—the-bime he 


iis, Continued e in the restaurant business JIB dA AOS O om -tecd Tem deen 
; iT, Mr 4 prospered in-the-restaurant-business and provided his fam- 


oh ae er Irena @irl eleven years aa emi a boy nine years 
old ieeaiaee his wife,with a comfortable su and is giving ais * 


a a good education, ur. has been very fortunate during 


the id years in not being 


A 


out of work. ret says that after 


a viettang the Poet i: Cities ins each tert he is content to. 


Hnert ta and has no desire to live pet ases else ae irr 
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Slavonian. 


Dalmatia, on the Adriatic, now territory of Jugoslavia, 
was formerly a part of Austria. It was in nineteen-hundred and 
twelve that Henry broke the home ties in order to escape mil- 
itary service. Delayed ae that famed European city,until 


steamer passage could be obtained, he finally sailed for Rotterdam, 


ant 


Holland, from where he booked passage onthe Holland-american line 


al 
for New York City. “ 


After a brief sojourn in the great American metropolis, Henry 


journeyed directly across the continent for Tacoma Washington, here 
$ 


Ab 
his friends were awaiting him. Of a family of fisherman,eight years 
e/in this vicinity either, salmon fishing or for other : 


fish for which the Northwestern seacoast is famous. a 
In the spring of nineteen-hundred and twenty, he forsook the 3 
: 


Northern climes for Seng: Southern California, oa en | f 
Sam Pedy 
where he has since remaineds dividing his time between the seuthern | | 


city and Monterey3 either sardine fishing or following the game tuna 
fish. It was atufisherman's wharf where I Cneountered Henry, hewtre 
recently arrived from Pedro with & cargo of fish. Happy and of a 

friendly disposition, Henry is qhite satisfied to remain in America, 


and fully intends becoming a citizen; as yet he has not married. 
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Aaa 8 the ; Lives of the peoples the religion is Rome Catholic, “Greck 


. the « customs. of the Jugoelev Ra it RE tradition consecrated Pe 
rma deeply sested a8 tho: agh- they wore ea form of. Jew, to~whteh-the ee 


seh nie socien, cate and religous ua tures In these traditions = 


as 


se eoverning > Doatoes nny those customs which hove uot iaterferrea to . 


‘3 nextel » needs |e Yo rom ined nachengea in their entir 5 with the erent | moss 


r ars it Grek eatholics) chrietmes ore Christaes, stevie : 


ees 


eat 3 Jonas ay, wy of Fie end prayers: after erent droughts 


yee hore d by ¢ darkness of ‘the ‘ped i theee: eolled “entation” in Slovenie. 


of stome coneeraine wedd ings: 
- a ons tone « are quite plike in , different parte of the enuntey 


aR 
1 : 


tg eome o Ameries ot quite en vooriy 
$ is 29! ony | took to gouge the numer of Iugosiove 


We te a ke 


| ies “ ‘the mes le ‘Reo quite peper dienes ere Poctri 
“os ea ough | in oi2 _- aven ig used to mske bread qaite 

3 osate are quite comnon, either ‘lemp, pig or turkeys : : 
rink 9: brandy is token before the meel with » toost to 


| te used with mess and the coffee ere fella 
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6 on a the lott », oak at a guest of Amportence | is present 1 he io 
in the aest of honor ou the Fights ‘The mother is opposite the 
: Sher. at the foot of the tobles ig the fe ther is decessed the eldest Jee 

son is head of the fomilys rb pa aka : & Mee sane 2 oe 
ss BeHolidays ceateee cee ne tee a 


| On holideys en ‘ebundence of food ig very HOCCESEEY. Ueuslly there | 
is ~ me ay kinds of moots with side dishes of sweets end pastry. Tossts 

- ere usually made by rele tives sud guests for the heslth snd prosperity 
of the house in which they are vieiting, wine is used in meking these 

- tonete Preyer | is not ‘used much in the lives of the Serbs se they 
se Sateresmen in the avery day vieg ‘Phere are samxay ne prayers vefore 
“the mest unless a priest is present or on Some Special oces¢ion. if the 

| priest is present the preyer ususlly is more the form of s biestigs 


Sor ttiey 


~ 


the 1 mein eelebrs tion of Si Serbs and ell Yugoslserve is "Slave bey" 
or the nome ‘asy ox petron | Ya any. This eelebration is cept by ell Serbs 
2 “no me tter how many generations in Americs enc will probably be held es 


ae al os s there cine Sisvie people in this eountry. The seisbretion bi thie 


» ce cote es s protectora. ‘Ghrietient ty came bag Serbis wsetp tas eons Sysentine | 


om ees 8 petron eaintsdoy. ‘This seint is chosen by esch family es their : 
om as each tomily aecepted christienity they chose % Certsin seint 


Sgt 


1 protector ‘their eccrine of ‘the seints ere Ste — Ste i : 


es 


ia luo te dosen't need a souls ; 


“Inseuee te used to the 2008 


a . is ‘the ‘ing of pesee e meking among enemies, "riends come in ts ‘oongret— a 
: ate Suge ‘teaaly (wnose. seints. eh it aah ena wish them | prosperity. The 


ie ian no cone the cake is eeten wal wine i. drunk with more tosets 


; Properity 2 ent t brotherhood. at is very addincinanicle for & men to have 


é ninhed. if the eeiat’s day falls on @ fast dey or a doy of lent 
fish te ‘Served eooked in oil. Slave Day merns So much to these peorle, 


ms ey ag it te ‘to be used in this Fegerde ‘Useelly people go to 


wien 


3 


a is estan 08 tte is feat doy. Foote should bo eaten 2 ue 


of the fomily and his sone am is felled towerds the esst ont a 
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oe saan while the Yule hog” is burning it mnst be guarded 
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Sex: Male. 


Age: 53 Years. 


The subject was born in a village named Bast; Jugoslavia, in the 
ear 1901. His mother and father were comfortably settled on a St 
farm. There were seven children, five boys and two girls, of Ye the 
subject was the eldest. He helped his parents work the farm and also 
attended school. ,reaching the sixth grade. Conditions became bad and 
with the large family his parents had a hard time to get atonn aetwane 
ae had to give up ‘his schooling and put all his time te working 
on his fathers farm. Then the world war started and for Sa dit the 
family had a very hard time to make ends meet. When the—subject Decane 
eighteen years of age he began to get restless and wanted to leave 
frome,so he could ear ne own way,but his father fought against his 
leaving home. Being @& a spirited nature and very quick at grasping 
new ideas the longing for adventure got the best of him 80 he get out, 
against his fathers wishes, for Treste, Italy,where he secured a job 
as a coal passer on a navigation boat,at a salary of $20 per month. After 
working on the navigation boat for two months he quit this job and took 
a job en an ocean going boat,making ie ig ie to Newark, New Jersey, 
ULS. A. pees his trips to Newark 4 mal leave a good impresgion on 
him of—Ameries and he did not like the ae The captain of the boat 
re-worked—on- could see that he was very bright and ambitious and decided 
that would be able to better himself if he would stay in 
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America, gy cat future for him on the boats. “Fire 


ad no desire to remain in America so the captain had him pract- 


4 ically forced off the boat on his third trip to Newark, New Jersey. fae. _ 


sub-peet made his way to New York Citysyhere he met a friend et@ris. 


ret _. Having a hundred doltare ietnic had saved on the boat. Vang being with 
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“He heard of the large salary they were offering to strikebreakers and as 


ne did not like America he decided to go to work as a strikebreaker and 
make enough money to take him home to his native land. He worked as a 
longshoreman, ata salary of $11 per day, for a period of one month. &t” 
were 411 2 friend and another young man kre-khad—beeeme-frrendly—with— 
talked him into going to California with them. As none of the three young 
men could speak English they had a very hard time getting their tickets 


Br eng od oe After getting an interpreter 


| they got their tickets to San Francisco, California, where they all had 


friends they could go to. After making the trip across the United States 

meet began to like the country and decided that. ne wanted to learn 
to speak Inglish. Aften-his-arrivel in-Sen-Franctseo (d'eriena got-him Sm 
jeemto work in the woods near Kureka, California. While working on his 
job in the woods he decided -that—he-would, go to night school and learn 
English and spelling. After working for two years in the woods and with 
ee dcvoeling during this time,he decidea that he was able to get along 
on a better job,so we came back to San Francisco and secured a job as 
a waiter, through-the-hetp-of-his—friends, He seemed to take to this deird 
‘ef business and progressed "faethe changbibt place of employment from 
time to time when he could—see—that he could better his condition. Now 
that he eould bpeak the language and was getting along so well he did 
not want to go back to live in his native country. He wanted to take 
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out citizenship papers src ~on—account of —thre- 45 ce anes ned the country 
off of the boat he ran into many complications which were eventually 
adjusted and he received his first papers. He began to mix mewme in the 
social life of his friends and through these activities he met a young 
ona eAtetel Jd nationality, but who was a native born American, *ftor 
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Sex: Male 


. inset ‘AT Years 


ur. "Kk was born on a small farm near the city of Bast,Jugoslavia. His 
parent's farm was about a three hour ride from the city so he never knew 
what city life was d##e and was always happy and contented at home with 
his parents and Bee brother and sister. As a boy he never knew what hard 
work was,as the little farms,in thf part of Jugoslavia wherette°was 
Raised,only work about three months out of the year on account of a 
feet of rain waat.,.ae8 tne inhabitants of his part of the country 
dort raise much 


except what they need for their own use 
and a little et they can sell,which does not bring very much of a price 
at the markets,in the ig ak men take life easy and are not very 
ambitious. Ur. was contented in his surroundings until he began to get 
letters from his uncle who had been living in Australia for a number of 
years. Mn wanted nis uncle-te-bet—him -come to AUStPalta but tte~-uncLe- 
never—-enecuraged—the idea. When tas seventeen years of age his uncle 
made a trip peek to Jugoslavia for a visit. Mr.& wanted his uncle to take 
him back to Australia with=him but his uncle said that a young man }*'tes 
-aii should go to California, in boot tan hic as they grew lots of fruit there 
and it would be easier work, ae/qb st of the work to be had in Australia 
was hard laborise werk, (rt was arranged,after Mr. Sabicea back to Aust- 
' Yalia,that Mr.X should go to america.) Transportation was arranged for 
ae go to Los Angeles, im—-Amerfta , by~—the-way—of- New-York—City. Durrekre.... 
en New York City,where he wee-landed at Ellis Island,to pass 
inspection for entry into the United Statese Mr, ~ did not have much dif- 
ficulty getting along rece leader -home. with-MrsX-in.. 


dugeestavta he taught him as much #nglish as he could,but the change in 


money gave Mr. any amount of trouble. On arrival at Los Angeles ey 
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received a letter from his uncle in Australia wet Sa him tket~tié 
showttnotstay in Los Angeles but “ko to his cousin at San Jose,Cali- 
a fornia,where he could get work in the fruit. urh immediately left for 
San Jose where he found his cousin,as directed ( his unches letter. 
if Mr/lived with his cousin, irrsGerere,and through hise-eoeuwstrs friends 
got work in the different orchards during the fruit season. When 
not working in the fruit ur yonksiest what emery work he could. After 
spending two years in San Joée he thought that he wanted to work in the 
mines at Calaveras where another uncle oflieypxX"Y was working. wre inade 
a trip we to the Calaveras, Mine but the mine boss would not give him 
work in the-mtrre jy enlibtes Team was too young. ur.gh then decided thet 
come to San Francisco. off Apriving in San Francisco beet Pieced 
to look for work and after a few days we was offered a job washing dishes 
in a restaurant {on Hddy street, at a salary of $20 per een as wi took 
the job and got along so Oe at in two months the owner of it rest- 
aurant gave him the night job as mw short order cook at a salary of $40 . 
per month. Mr.AQ liked Desking eo well that he learned all he could sponte 
Cosrtie . feed working in this restaurant for about two years He had 
an offer er aa ih —another-restaurant...on.Masonstreet” as chef, which he 


accepted and worked-at-this-restaurant for a period of five years. Mr .& 


| BP 
ul dur tne this. OEE ete pincer ty restaurant met a widow,with two 
Hi AL f 

Bee were. After a short ee Ohad eae the ter and raised the two 


_ Sstep-daughters who grew to be very lovely girls and were very devoted to 
i After Mr.X had worked at this restaurant for five years he was 
offered another job as chef (at a restaurant om Jones street), which he 
accepted,and where he has been working continuously ever since. Five years 


ago Mr.(4 lost his wite(who died after only being sick for four days. Mr. 


and his wife were very devoted to each other and the death of his wife 
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ne marrved and getting along well. (one of the step-daughters hee 
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© children and the other step- “daughter has three children. ) ; 
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Serbian ------ 
Jugoslav Customs in Alameda County. 


5 DAY- 


2B ‘and, is the p Sees saints yes of the church. 411 Serbians are invited to attend 
z oe “from ali parts of California and any .place else in the United auaker: Usually 
g z. four or five hundred people are enugirete 
a A aereice is held in the church in honor of the saint - 
After the formal service cooked wheat is eaten as a sort of sacrificial ser- 
vice for the dead. Every family brings a list of names of the dead in their | 
family as far back mathoy oan remember and foetus the ceremony these names are } 
read aloud by the priest. . 

After church a banquet is held and all the people are invit- |\ 
ed to partake without pay. Lamb is the traditional thing served at this banquet | 
‘ and wine. Before eating there is a small ceremony of blessing the people which 
is done by the priest. The main ceremony somes when the priest breaks bread | 
with the host of the day for prosperity and peace among men. Hach church has 
¥ different saint but the ceremony is practically the same in 211 cases. 

When the banquet is over an afternoon program is held. 
Usually this is a Serbian play and speeches given by prominent people in the 
ieee, Bvery Meine ts very festive. The people are dressed in their very best 
end drink very little. They are very aienified even though jolly and anything 


o bad is i condenied this big Snell Children peeform and there is somes 


ere to be. given be n Maglish that asy, it would be considered very 
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a dance after dinner in which all participate in doing the”kolo " or national 
dance, then the young people dance to modern musié the rest of the evening. 
) Thereare azain quite a number of speeches given. At 211 Serbian dances or 
aimst the 


festivities the whole family comes,none are left home agé it isaSlmost compul- 


“ ‘\ 
sory rule. Every one is very mewry butjare very careful about their behavior. 
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Serbian customs ------- 


"VIDOVDAN” 


* Vidovdan"or St. Vitus Day is celebrated in commeration of the battle 

- of Kasovo which took place in 1398 on the 28 th. of June on Kasovo field in 

Serbia against the Turks in which the Serbs lost entirely and subsenuentt ly 

for 500 years were under Turkish rule. It is something like unknown soldiers 
day in Ansrica or Memorial Day. This day is as important a national hokliday 

to the Serbs as any other hobliday and wherever they are in the world, if there 

are a number of them together, they hold a celebration onthis day. It is a day - 

in which services are held for all Serb soldiers killed in any battle. It is 

one of the rare cases in which a defeat is glorified. After the church service 

several hundred will gather together and celebrate. Barbeque pits are dug and 

lambs barbequed. Speeches are given on the significance of the day- events are 
6 recounted from the metalas Toasts are drunk to the prosperity of this country, 
r A the President, the Serbian king and to the memory of the dead. 

After lunch thereis hs wagered and the main speeches of the evening 
are given. The American Hymn ( My Countrie 14s of Thee) and the Serbian Hymn 
( Bozhe Pravde } or ‘God of Justice are sung. Children only sing these. it is 
almost obligatory to have a play performed Hy to do with Kosove battle or 
some other hieeeela thing with the actors in national costume.this is held tiki f 
about four in the efternoon. 
There is a dance in the evening, the first dance béing a Serbian one. 

Tis is followed by modern dancing. Usually ballads are sung at this time and 
5 it is safe to say that all Serbians know at least one of these ballads. The 
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ballad is almost always accompanied by the"Gusle" or single stringed instru- 


sat at oe geek es chess peartss There is a lot of sentiment attached to this instrument 
ve ta h re 


sre > 
fe Socios and is the sole mone ay to these ballads. The songs 
ae usually acd to do with — the gathering of the Serbs for battle, 
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